7 June 2019

To: Permanent Representatives to the United Nations in Geneva and New York;
Antonio Guterres, United Nations Secretary General

Cc: Michelle Bachelet, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;
Hilary Gbedemah, Chair of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women

Joint Open Letter on Threat to CEDAW Session

We are deeply concerned by the likely postponement of the United Nations Convention on the
Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) session scheduled for the final
quarter of 2019. We also note that the shortfall in funds has affected the ability of the CEDAW
Committee to implement its mandate under the Optional Protocol to CEDAW.

This comes as a heavy blow in the wake of ongoing pushback against human rights, including
tremendous opposition to women’s human rights, on a global scale. Ethno-nationalism and religious
extremism are increasingly emboldened by sensationalist media pushing xenophobic narratives,
with women and girls rendered particularly vulnerable. The very existence of LGBTIQ people is in
many places considered a threat to the fabric of society, while threats to their safety and well-being
are excused. We have recently seen a UN Security Council resolution? fail to specifically uphold
women’s right to autonomy over their own bodies, even as survivors of sexual violence in conflict.

Submissions to the CEDAW Committee by civil society organisations and women’s human rights
defenders have long been included and valued, presenting a clear picture of the realities on the
ground and enabling the Committee to hold states parties accountable. The CEDAW review session
is an increasingly rare space in which civil society organisations and women’s human rights
defenders can articulate, and access support for, the struggles they face in their home countries. At
a time when civil society spaces are shrinking in many national contexts, it is all the more crucial that
impunity for human rights violations can continue to be challenged at the UN level.

We understand that financial cutbacks have occurred due in large part to delays by UN member
states in paying their contributions, and note that CEDAW is only one of six treaty bodies whose
sessions face postponement? — all of which will have a negative impact on women, girls, civil society
organisations and activists. We are deeply concerned both by this financial situation and by the
resulting deprioritisation of state accountability under international human rights law. Additionally,
the considerable efforts put into aligning the Sustainable Development Goals with human rights
could be rendered ineffective by this weakening of the treaty body system.

As of 10 May, only 44 UN member states had paid all their assessments due.3 We would like

to commend Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, China, Cuba,
Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India,
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Malawi, Malaysia, Monaco, Nauru,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Poland, Rwanda, Samoa, Singapore, Slovakia,
Solomon Islands, Sweden, Switzerland and Tuvalu for having done so. We express concern however

! https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/resolution/resolution-2467-
2019/S RES 24672019 E.pdf

2 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24621&LanqID=E

3 http://undocs.org/en/A/73/443/Add.1, para. 26.
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at the glaring absence on this list of members of the Human Rights Council and Security Council, of
members of the G7, and of entire regions which remain unrepresented.

Now more than ever, we need to see decisive action to reverse this downward spiral. We call upon
all member states to pay their membership fees in full without further delay.

We additionally call upon the United Nations Secretary General to:

prioritise funds dedicated to ensure the operational mandate of treaty bodies;

ensure the CEDAW review sessions will not be jeopardised by the shortfall; and

prioritise sustainable financing for the treaty bodies in the agenda and ongoing deliberations of the
General Assembly.

This is a signal that deliberations in the UN’s 2020 treaty body system review cannot be business as
usual. We are at a critical point, and we need multilateralism to stand up for justice and equality and

strengthen the ability of individual states to do the same.
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Magaly Huggins, UCV

Marcela Pirohova

Margaret Clark, Soroptimist
International GBI

Maria Arthur

Maria Corina Muskus

Maria Starzmann, Rosa Luxemburg
Stiftung

Maria VakoniCova, Progresivne
Slovensko

Mariam Diawara, Clinique
Juridique DEME SO

Marian Bulik, OVB

Mariana Murinova

Marianela Carvajal Diaz, Republika
Libre — Coordinadora Lesbica y de
Hombres Trans, COLEHT
Marianna Hlavata

Marianna Jablonska

Marija Gelevska, Association for
Emancipation, Solidarity and
Equality of Women — ESE

Marion Boker, Consultancy for
Human Rights & Gender Issues,
Berlin, Germany

Marion Sandner, EuroMed Rights
Maritza Paredes, Asociacion EMIH
Marta Galvez Riudor

Martina Cernd, social worker
Martina Kubalova

Martina ObZerova

Martina Zboronova

Mary Bronsteter, Multicultural
Nelson Tasman

Mary Ellen OBoyle, Sisters of
Charity of NY

Mary King, Catholic Women’s
League

Mary Luke, US National Committee
for UN Women, Metropolitan New
York Chapter

Mary McKenna, National Council
of Women

Mary Mowbray CNZM

Dr Maureen Byrne, Graduate
Women International (GWI)
Mayada Ismail

Medha Sharma, Visible Impact
Megi Llubani

Melanie Welfare, midwife
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Michaela Ujhazyova, Slovak
National Center for Human Rights
Michal Davala, Slovak Helsinki
Committee

Michal Halko

Michal Lepej

Mirela Argimandriti, Gender
Alliance for Development Centre
Mona Kiippers, Deutscher
Frauenrat

Monika Biswas, ActionAid
Bangladesh

Monika Samova

Monika Sasarakova

Monika Sinuova, social worker
Monika Suchova

Monika Zakovska

Morgan Healey

Muhammad Khalid Masud,
Supreme Court of Pakistan,
Islamabad, Pakistan

Muneer

Myra Barry, Catholic Women'’s
League

Myra Harpham, NCWNZ

Nancy Earth

Nancy J. Newman, IANGEL
Nancy Jensen

Naomi Wicks

Natalia Difilippo

Natélia Smidovd, Amnesty
International Slovensko

Natalie Claireaux, Pacific Women'’s
Watch

Nazmin Akthar, Chair of Muslim
Women’s Network UK (MWNUK)
Nicky McDonald, National Council
of Women

Outaleb Fatima, UAF

Pam Jackson

Patricia Jean Meyer

Patricia Latona

Pauline Bennett, National Council
of Women NZ

Penelope England

Peter Inavic

Peter Pastucha

Petra Bartova

Petra Durinova

Petra Heltova

Petra Patrovicova
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Pia Cardenas, 100 Hispanic Women
Ntl, Inc.

Pip Jamieson

Prativa Khanal

Radka Rendosova

Radovan Benkovsky

Rae Duff, Graduate Women
International

Rae Julian, UN Women National
Committee for Aotearoa New
Zealand

Rae Simpson

Raewyn Stone, National Council of
Women

Raja Bagga, Commonwealth
Human Rights Initiative

Rayah Bhattacharji, Projekta
Rebeka Simova

Renata Iglarova

Richard Bodnar

Robyn Barnett, NCW
Manawatu/Soroptimist
International Palmerston North
Robyn Wong, National Council of
Women New Zealand

Romina Picolotti, CEDHA

Ros Hallam, NCW

Rosie Lewis, Deputy Director &
VAWG Services Manager, The
Angelou Centre

Ruchira Tabassum Naved

Ruth Dravitzki, Catholic Women’s
League, New Zealand

Samrawit Alemayehu

Samuel Duri$

Samuel Pacenovsky, SOS/Birdlife
Slovakia

Sandra Dean Patterson, Bahamas
Crisis Centre

Sanjita Timsina, Women’s
Rehabilitation Center (WOREC)
Sara Dickon, National Council of
Women NZ

Sara Suliman

Sarlota Pufflerova

Selena Sutherland

Sharon Roggy, Zonta of the Pikes
Peak Area

Sheena Baharudin
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Sheila Dauer, Columbia University,
Institute for the Study of Human
Rights

Shruti Rana

Sierra de la Croix

Silvia Bartosova

Silvia Mihalikova, Institute for
Sociology, Slovak Academy of
Sciences

Simona Petrik, National Council of
the Slovak Republic

Simona Vlkovic Schurdakova
Slavomir Danko

Sonja Randhawa, NCWNZ

Sonya Marshall

Sophie Domres,
neitherBLUEnorPINK*

Sophie Turner Zaretsky, Graduate
Women International

Stella Tan

Sue Purdie

Sunzida Sultana, Karmojibi Nari
Susan Dickson, CWLANZ

Rev Dr Susan H. Lee, Sociologists
for Women in Society

Susan Jacobs, National Council of
Women, NZ

Susan John, National Council of
Women

Dr Suzanne Phibbs, Massey
University

Suzette Dyer

Tanja Ignjatovic, Autonomous
Women'’s Center, Belgrade
Tatiana Brnova, Zena v Tiesni
Tatiana Gasparikova

Teresa Kotturan, Sisters of Charity
of Nazareth

Theresa Ruth Scott, NCWNZ
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Tiffany Titus

Tika Dahal

Timea Lukacova

Tomas Halasz

Tyn Tyn Hla, Gender Equality
Network

Ueli Breitschmid

Valentina Trubiniova

Vanessa Goodman, National
Council of Women

Verna Astrid Herring, National
Council of Women NZ

Veronika Kvietkova, Progressive
Slovakia

Veronika PospiSilova

Veronika Ruszinkova

Veronika Zilinska

Victoria Atherstone

Viera Bottcher

Vivienne Hayes MBE, CEO
Women’s Resource Centre
Vladimir Hacek

Vonnie Kordell, NCWNZ -
Wairarapa Women's Centre
Wang, National Taiwan University
William Hurley, Sisters of Charity,
Immigration Task Force

Zamil Mostofa, Bangladesh Legal
Aid and Services Trust

Zara Kromkova, PRIZMA
komunitné a poradenské centrum
pre LGBTI+

Zuzana Gajarova

Zuzana Gondova

Zuzana Kriskova, Zenské kruhy
Zuzana Limova

Zuzana Madarova, ASPEKT
Zuzana Vil¢ekova



